
Assessment of  Indiana
Syringe Service Programs



Public Health & Medical Intervention

1. Disease Prevention
i. Hep-C & HIV

2. Access Point to a High-Risk 
Population with Acute Vulnerability

i. Food, clothing, and housing 
resources

ii. Insurance navigation
iii. Medical, mental, & behavioral 

health care
iv. Treatment and recovery resources
- Reduce recovery barriers

Syringe Service Programs
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Nationwide Comparison



1. 6th in acute Hepatitis-C rates (2020)

i. 3.6 per 100k

ii. #1 in 2018

iii. $84,000 per person for Tx

2. 25th in new cases of  HIV (2020)

3. 10th in overdose mortality rates (2021) 

i. 43 per 100k; 2,811 deaths

ii. Overdoses fatalities increased 38% 
from 2019-2020

4. 12th worst state for addiction according to 
a study by Wallethub.

Nationwide Comparison



Figure 3.3 

Rates* of reported cases† of acute hepatitis C virus infection, by state or jurisdiction 
United States, 2020

Cases/100,000 Population

0.0–0.3

0.4–0.7

0.8–1.3

1.4–2.3

2.4–11.9

No reported cases

Data unavailable

Not reportable

Color Key
Cases/100,000 

Population
State or Jurisdiction

0.0–0.3
NM, CA, ID, SC, TX, CO, VT, CT, 
KS, VA

0.4–0.7 MO, NH, NV, IA, NE, OK, NC, OR

0.8–1.3
MD, SD, AL, MN, PA, MI, GA, MS, 
NJ

1.4–2.3 WA, IL, MT, OH, WI, NY, AR, MA

2.4–11.9
TN, KY, UT, IN, DE, WV, LA, FL, 
ME

No reported cases HI, ND, WY

Data unavailable AZ, DC, RI

Not reportable AK

* Rates per 100,000 population.  

† Reported cases that met the classification criteria for a confirmed case. For the case definition, see 
https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/conditions/hepatitis-c-acute/.  

Source: CDC, National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Viral Hepatitis Surveillance Report – 
United States, 2020. https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2020surveillance/index.htm.
Published September 2022.

https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/conditions/hepatitis-c-acute/
https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/statistics/2020surveillance/index.htm


New Cases of  Hep-C: Indiana
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New Cases of  HIV: Indiana
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Indiana Syringe Service Programs



Indiana Syringe 
Service Programs



Survey of  Indiana SSPs

» Program logistics

» # of  individuals served

» # of  Tx referrals provided

» # of  successful referrals

Evaluation



Public Health Analysis

1. Hepatitis-C

2. HIV

3. Tx admissions

4. Overdoses fatalities

5. Non-fatal overdose emergency 
department visits

6. Crime
Evaluation



Safe Syringe Access & Support Program

» Marion County 

» 2019 (3.5 years)

» 3 employees, no volunteers

» Requires membership

» Open M-F with varied hours

» Mobile and central locations

» Services other counties
Logistics



Safe Syringe Access & Support

» Wound care

» Recovery coaches

» Vaccinations

» HIV, Hep-C, STI testing

» + Community support

» + Legislative support 

Additional Services



Marion County Service Outcomes
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Marion County: Hepatitis C
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Marion County: HIV
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Marion County: Endocarditis per 100k
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Connection Café

» Fayette

» 2016 (6.5 years)

» 8 regular volunteers

» No membership

» 600 individuals served in 2021

» 100 referrals to Tx in 2021

Logistics



Connection Café

» Open Tue.-Sat. with varied hours

» Mobile and central locations

» Connected to street outreach team

» + Community support

» + Legislative support 

Logistics



Connection Café

» Housing, Wound care

» Meals, Food pantry

» Access to Tx, Recovery coaches

» Vaccinations

» Showers, Laundry

» Career services

» Hep-C, HIV Testing

» Pro-social activities*
Additional Services







Madison County Harm-Reduction 
Program

» Madison County

» 2018 (4.5 years)

» 5 pt. employees

» No membership

Logistics



Madison County Harm-Reduction 
Program

» Open MWF with varied hours

» Mobile and central locations

» Services other counties

» Low community support

» Neutral legislative support

Logistics



Madison County Harm-Reduction 
Program

» Wound care

» Recovery coaches

» Hep-C and HIV testing

Additional Services



Madison County Service Outcomes
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Gateway to Hope Syringe Service 
Program

» Tippecanoe County

» 2017 (5.5 years)

» 850 individuals served in 2022

» 500 referrals to Tx made in 2022

» 3 employees

» 2-4 volunteers

» No membership
Logistics



Gateway to Hope Syringe Service 
Program

» Open Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat. with varied 
hours

» Mobile and central locations

» Connected to street outreach team

» Services other counties

» + community support

» + legislative support Logistics



Gateway to Hope Syringe Service 
Program

» Housing

» Wound care

» Tx access, Recovery coaches

» Vaccinations, MATS

» Showers, Laundry

» Career development

» HIV, Hep-C, STI testing

» *clothing, transportation

Additional Services







Clark County Health Department Syringe 
Service Program

» Clark County

» 2017 (5.5 years)

» Requires membership

» Open M-F 9:00-3:00

» Central location

Logistics



Clark County Health Department Syringe 
Service Program

» Connected to street outreach team

» Services other counties

» Neutral community support

» Neutral legislative support

Logistics



Clark County Health Department Syringe 
Service Program

» Wound care

» Vaccinations

» HIV, Hep-C, STI testing

Additional Services



Clark County Service Outcomes
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Allen County Health Department Syringe 
Service Program

» Allen County

» 2016 (6.5 years)

» 5 employees

» No membership

» Open Tue. 1:00-3:30

» Central location

» Services other counties

» + Community support

» + Legislative support

Logistics



Allen County Health Department Syringe 
Service Program

» Wound care

» Tx access

» Vaccinations

» HIV, Hep-C, STI testing

» Insurance navigation*

Additional Services



Allen County Service Outcomes
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Wayne County Syringe Service Program

» Wayne County

» 2016 (6.5 years)

» 3 employees

» 5 regular volunteers

» No membership

» Open T/TR with varied hours

» Central location
Logistics



Wayne County Syringe Service Program

» Services other counties

» Low community support

» Neutral legislative support

Logistics



Wayne County Syringe Service Program

» Housing assistance

» Wound care

» Meals

» Access to Tx, Recovery Coaches

» Vaccinations

» HIV, Hep-C, STI testing & Tx*

Additional Services



Wayne County Service Outcomes

116

240

395

531 569 553

249

561

1005

1158

1476
1578

170 201 199

345

1290

1446

18 34
112 102 113 93

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

1800

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Wayne County Service Counts

Unique Individuals Duplicates Tx Referrals Tx Success







County Health Outcomes



Outcomes: Hepatitis-C



Outcomes: HIV



Outcomes: Non-fatal Opioid O.D. per 100k
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Outcomes: Opioid O.D. Fatalities per 100k
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Indiana Opioid O.D. Fatalities
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Outcomes: Treatment Admissions (Heroin)

1
5

6

5
8

3
4

3
2

6
6

5

1
4

1

5
2

1
3

7

1
0

4

6
9

5
9 6
0

8
6

1

2
1

4

6
7

1
5

7

1
6

9

6
3 7
3 1

0
9

1
1

0
0

1
9

0

7
1 1

3
92

0
6

5
5 9

3

1
7

3

9
2

4

2
6

1

2
0 8

5

1
9

22
7

4

2
7

1
4

6 2
1

1

1
0

8
3

3
7

2

3
7 9

2

2
8

03
3

4

2
1

1
3

2 2
2

2

1
0

0
0

3
5

7

5
0 8

3

2
3

43
3

5

1
0

1

7
5

1
7

6

1
3

8
1

2
5

9

1
0

5

9
1

1
6

0

2
6

8

1
3

8

8
2

2
4

8

1
0

3
6

3
1

6

1
0

6

1
0

5 1
5

0

A LLEN CLA RK FA YETTE MA DISON MA RION MONROE SCOTT TIPPECA NOE WA YNE

HEROIN TX ADMISSIONS

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020



Outcomes: Tx Admissions Rx Opioid Misuse
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Key Findings



1. Hepatitis-C rates decreased by 60% in 
Marion County since the implementation 
of  the Marion County SSP in 2019.

2. Hepatitis-C rates decreased by 49% 
statewide from 2019.

3. HIV rates have remained stable 
statewide since 2016.

4. 31% decrease in annual drug arrests 
statewide since 2019.

5. Crime has decreased in six of  eight 
counties where an SSP has been 
implemented.

6. 1000s of  at-risk Hoosiers have been 
served by Indiana SSP programs.

Key Findings



Questions



Dr. Dane Minnick
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